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J MARSHALL—Roofing and Property 

Maintenance, Service and Repairs 

Slating-tiling-leadwork-painting-gutters-roofing 

Flat roofs in GRP or felt - from a leak to a new roof 

01683 248174 (H) 07588 888553 (M) 

DRUMMOND & MURRAY, Ltd. 

Proprietor: R. J. Little 

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS 

Oil & Gas Installation & Maintenance 

36 Well Street, Moffat, Dumfriesshire. DG10 

9DP. 

Tel: 01683 220065  Fax: 01683 221621 

J&W DONALDSON—BLACKSMITHS 

CALEDONIAN PLACE, MOFFAT, DG10 9EG 

TEL. (01683) 220321 

Gates, railings and decorative ironwork 

Lawnmowers and garden machinery sales, service 

and repairs 

Lawnmowers, Rotovator and Strimmers for hire 

Ironmongery, Multi Fuel Stoves and Wood Burning 

Stoves 
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Articles and letters 
The Link welcomes articles and letters, which can be sent by e-mail to cafair-
holm@outlook.com or by post (Claremont, Hartfell Cres. Moffat DG10 9AL).  All 
communications should bear a name and, if possible, a telephone number.  Anony-
mous contributions will not be accepted. 

 Copyright 

May I ask you to ensure that any article submitted is either one you have written 
yourself or one that you have had permission to reprint.  

 Editor 

I would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the Link 

Magazine— Local businesses, local organisations and of course our regular con-

tributors.  All the contributions make for an interesting and varied read.   

Hoping you are able to enjoy the winter season and pf course Christmas and New 

Year but find time to  put your feet up and read the Link Magazine!  The Spring 

edition will about in March before Easter 2026. 

Either bring items to 

UAPC on Sunday 

or 

contact Laurie McVeigh.

Goods will be distributed 

regularly by the school.

Bring a

tin or two

Or a packet of something

Thanks go to both Wamphray, UAPC congregations and Moffat Community for 
the regular giving of foodstuff for the school’s food bank. We can accept tins, dried 
goods, biscuits  and cereals , but not perishables such as cold meats  or eggs.   See 
letter on page 12 from the school! 

 

 

For Freshly Ground Coffee, Snacks, Lunches and 

Afternoon Teas, try 

THE RUMBLIN TUM—HIGH STREET MOFFAT 

We have some very tempting Cream Cakes, Danish Pas-

tries, Scones with butter and jam, toasted teacakes, salads 

and baked potatoes with a variety of fillings. 

To eat in or take away, a large selection of filled rolls, 

sandwiches and hot pies. 

 

 

 

Your bakery requirements prepared from the best-

quality ingredients 

Award winning bakers 

6 High Street, Moffat Tel 01683 220201 

Your only local Scottish family bakers 

MOFFAT TOFFEE SHOP 

LARGE SELECTION OF 

QUALITY CONFECTIONERY 

CHOCOLATES & SHORTBREAD 

PAN DROPS TO SUIT ANY LENGTH OF  

SERMON! 

ROBERT J. CURRIE 

Blacksmith and Agricultural Engineer 

Electric and Mobile Welding 

Burnside Smithy, Station Road  

Beattock, Moffat DG10 9QU. 

Tel: 01683 300346 Evenings: 01683 300600 

Fax: 01683 300331 Mobile: 07889 282895 

Ironmongery • Wrought Iron Work (Gates and Rails) • 

Calor Gas Stockist 

RJC 

The Famous Star Hotel, Moffat 

 

 

The world’s narrowest hotel at twenty feet wide 

(Guiness Book of Records) 

Family run 

eal ales 

Sunday roast 

1st class accommodation 

Homemade food served all day 

The small hotel with the BIG welcome 

www.famousstarhotel.co.uk Tel:01683 220156 

MOFFAT FUNERAL SERVICES 

Unit 9, Holm Estate Ballplay Road  

Moffat DG10 9JU 

The professional, caring, 

dignified service 

Tel: 01683 220117 (24 hours) 

 

A. H. BORTHWICK 

Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

16 Beattock Park, Beattock, Moffat DG10 9RA 

Tel/Fax: 01683 300605 • Mobile: 07885 663841 

email: alexander.borthwick@btopenworld.com 

www.ahborthwick.co.uk 
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Come join a safe space 
where you can wrestle 
with your thoughts and 
share your faith opinions 
in a safe and friendly 
environment.

Normally on First Sunday each month 6-8pm

(Please check UAPC calendar for dates

or contact Fiona McLean on 01683 220 645)

Reverend Elsie Macrae, Deputy Lieutenant 
Elsie became a Deputy Lieutenant in 2025. 

Elsie was born in Malawi in Africa. Over twenty years ago, she came 
to Aberdeen to study engineering and started work in the oil industry. 

Elsie was raised in a Christian family and, feeling a calling, began the process of becom-
ing ordained as a minister in the Church of Scotland. 

Five years ago, she came to Dumfries and Galloway, to serve as Minister at Upper An-
nandale Parish Church in Moffat. 

Since that time, she has thrown herself into community life, engaging with different or-
ganisations, from local schools and nursing homes, to the Men’s Shed and the RAF re-
tirement home at Dowding House. 

Married with two children, Elsie is passionate about getting young people involved in 
church life. She also works closely with other churches, including Gretna and Eaglesfield 
parishes. 

 

 

          Upper Annandale Parish Church  
(Charity registration number: SCO12236 

https://www.uapc.co.uk 

MINISTER 

Rev. Elsie Macrae 

                      

Elsie.Macrae@churchofscotland.org.uk 

OFFICE BEARERS 

  Session Clerk: Helen Braid 

Deputy Session Clerk: Andy Shuttle-
worth 

  Treasurer: Mrs Jackie Shuttleworth 

 

 
A Season of Light and Hope 
As the busiest time of the year draws near, may we pause and reflect on the profound mes-
sage of God’s love found in: 
 

Isaiah 9:6 
“For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. 
The government will rest on his shoulders. 
And he will be called: 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

Soon it will be a time of preparation — as we decorate our homes, our streets, village halls, 
and churches. The shops will soon echo with carols, and party invitations will begin to 
arrive. Amid all the activity, let us not lose sight of the true meaning of the sea-
son: Emmanuel — God with us.  

Let us focus on the Light — the Light that entered the world through a baby born in Beth-
lehem, a Light that no darkness can overcome. The birth of Jesus is more than a story; it is 
the fulfilment of God’s promise. We may be tempted to focus on the debts, glitter, and 
glamour of the season, but Christ Jesus remains our living reminder that God’s love is 
near, God’s peace is possible, and God’s hope endures all things.  

As we prepare for the coming season, may we find peace, and may we be renewed in the 
wonder of God’s grace and the joy it brings. And as we exchange gifts and gather with 
loved ones, let us also share kindness, forgiveness, and love with strangers and friends 
alike — for this reflects the true Spirit of Christ.  

Enjoy and be blessed, 
Elsie  
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UAPC Sunday Services are live streamed every Sunday on the UAPC 

YouTube channel., so if you are unable to attend a service then please 

watch on:-  

https://www.youtube.com/@UpperAnnandaleParishChurch 

J E S U S    D I E D    F O R    T H E M 

David Hopwood 

 

  Judas  betrayed  Jesus, 

  Peter  denied  Jesus, 

  Thomas  doubted  Jesus: 

  Jesus  died  for  them. 

  Pilate  rejected  Jesus, 

  Herod  taunted  Jesus, 

  Caiaphas  framed  Jesus: 

  Jesus  died  for  them. 

  The  soldiers  crucified  Jesus, 

  The  disciples  deserted  Jesus, 

  The  people  laughed  at  Jesus: 

  Jesus  died  for  them. 

  Mary  wept  for  Jesus, 

  The  women  anointed  Jesus, 

  Joseph  buried  Jesus: 

  Jesus  rose  for  them. 

  We  have  doubted  Jesus, 

  We  have  denied  Jesus, 

  We  have  rejected  Jesus: 

  But  Jesus  died  for  us. 

 

 

UAPC Teams Session Clerk: Helen Braid sessionclerk@uapc.co.uk 

 Vice- Session Clerk: Andy Shuttleworth 

   

 Worship Pastoral & Fellowship 

Team Leader Elsie Macrae Hilda Saville 

Vice  Laurie McVeigh 

 Erin Bullard Jeff Brown 

 Jeff Brown Ally Kirkwood 

 Ann Gordon Elsie Macrae 

 Arthur Milton Linda McMinn 

 Peter Newsome Peter Newsome 

 Jane Paterson  

 Hilda Saville  

 Andy Shuttleworth  

   

 Mission & Outreach Finance 

Team Leader Chris Poole Jackie Shuttleworth 

Vice Jane Paterson Anne Sanders 

 Mary Brown Mary Brown 

 Linda Lyons Marion Little 

 Helen Moore- Poole  

 Fiona McLean  

 Fiona Paton  

 Janice Welsh  

   

 Property/Fabric Fund Raising 

Team Leader Fiona Paton Ann Gordon 

Vice Andy Shuttleworth Ally Kirkwood 

 Hazel McDonald Nicola Boggle 

 Graeme Paterson Caroline MacKenzie 

 Jim Paterson Imogen Paterson 

 Gordon Smith Jane Paterson 

  Fiona Paton 
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Minister- Rev Elsie Macrae 

01683225146  

Samaritans. Tel. 01387 253555  

DRI.  Hosp.  01387 246246 Dr’s Surgery Moffat  01683 220062 

Citizens advice  01387 252456 Dumfries  Council. 030 3333 3000  

Social Work Dept. 01387 273660 Criminal Social justice 0303 333 3001 

Dentist’s surgery  01683 220753 Chemist Moffat. 01683 220024 

Town Hall     01683 221102 Food train. 01556 288427 

Alcoholics Anonymous 03301 596 494  Women's Aid. 07710 152772 

Childline 0800 1111  Health Visitors  01576 205531 
 

School Nurses  07795 291296   

Local support services  

A Passing Thought that disturbs but invites! 

We are called to love one another as Christ loves us but surely this means we are re-

sponsible for everyone. Impossible….but we are called to do the impossible with his 

help! 

tel:01387%20253555
tel:01387%20246246
tel:01387%20252456
tel:030%203333%203000
tel:01387%20273660
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.uk%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Ddumfries%2Band%2Bgalloway%2Bsocial%2Bwork%2Bcontact%2Bnumber%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8%26hl%3Den-gb%26client%3Dsafari%23&data=04%7C01%7C%7C05e2c07e81da4c9b97cc0
tel:01556%20288427
tel:03301%20596%20494
tel:07710%20152772
tel:0800%201111
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What’s on at UAPC   Regular activities  

T  ll    ll        l  t   
T   l  i i i  i  ,   ll i     

 i i i  i l i   i , ili , i  i  

 l  i        i   Any enquir-
ies for bookings should be sent to bookings@uapc.co.uk or new enquiries 
please complete the booking form on the website

Monday 
Monday (Every)  

12:30 – 1:15 
 7-9pm 
  

Dumfries and Galloway Carers 
 Dark Skye Singers 
 

Tuesday 11-12 
12:30-1:15 
5-7pm 

Exercise Class 
Active Lives 
Slimming World 

Wednesday (Every) 6:30-7:45pm Yoga 

Wednesday (Alternate 
Wednesday) 

10-11am 
1-4pm 

Drop in Wednesday 
Citizen Advice Bureau 

Thursday (Every) 11-12 pm Exercise Class 

1st Thursday each month 
2nd Thursday each month 

  Masons 
SWI 

Friday (Every) 10-11:30 Toddlers 

Saturday (last Saturday of 
month) 

8:30-9:30 am Men’s Breakfast Club 

Sunday (Every) 10:30-11:30 Church Service 

A lot of the activities take a summer and other breaks so these times and dates are al-
ways subject to change   Please check www.UAPC.co.uk 
  

Special Events 

Saturday 29th November 10am-3pm UAPC Christmas Fayre 

Saturday 6th December 2-4pm UAPC Christmas Wreath Work-

shop 

Wednesday 17th December 6:30pm UAPC Carol Service 

 

 

A Celtic Blessing 

Bless to us O God, 

The earth beneath our feet, 

Bless to us O God, the path whereon we tread. 

Bless to us O God the people whom we meet. 

mailto:bookings@uapc.co.uk
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2nd November 

9th November 

16th November 

23rd November 

30th November 

Flora Stewart 

Remembrance 

Lynne Thomson 

Helen Braid 

Advent Sunday 

7th December 

14th December 

21st December 

28th December 

Christmas Decorations 

Christmas Decorations 

Christmas Decorations 

Christmas Decorations 

UAPC—Wamphray 

UAPC Wamphray News Round up 

I am very sad writing this as it will be the last report before Wamphray Church closes at 

the end of an era for some of us. We had a lovely summer but are making up for it now. 

The rain has been absolutely terrible. I hope there is no flooding . 

Fundraising: Whist held in September £110.00   October.   £.   85.00 

  We have one Whist Drvie at the end of November .                                                 

Tea and Coffee after Church Service’s from July to September raised £100.00. This is 

going to the Earl of Haig Fund. 

We are very fortunate to have Ruth to come and take services as a reader in training. 

The Wamphray Hub meets on a Monday morning between 10am and noon. It 

is well supported . Come along and give it a try. 

Knit and Natter group meet every fortnight on a Wednesday night. Come 

along and give it a try. 

As usual we are indebted to Andy Shuttleworth, Jeff Brown and Arthur Milton  for help-

ing out with Service’s  on a Sunday.  Marlene for the music, Helen when Marlene is on 

holiday and also when no one available to take the service. Thank you all. 

Carpet Bowling is on Thursday nights7.30pm from October to March come and give it a 

try! 

SWI meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month from September to May at 7.15pm. If you want 

to learn something new come and give it a try. 

We were saddened to learn of Newby Jacksons death on 16th September 2025.  Newby 

and his late wife Margaret lived in Wamphray for 21 years.  They were a lovely family 

and our thoughts and prayers are with the 3 sons at this difficult time. 

Finaly, I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who has been involved with 

Wamphray Church in whatever way cleaning, fundraising, attending worship on a Sun-

day. Bless you all. 
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Fundraising is Fun! 

Thanks to everyone who supported our events over the summer.   It was a busy but fun 
time for us all.   At the time of writing this article £3,753.30 has been raised since Janu-
ary 2025 for church funds through our many and varied activities. 

 
Over the Christmas period we have several events as follows: 

Date Time Event Information 

Saturday 29 No-
vember 

10am – 3pm Christmas Fayre 
(stalls and refresh-
ments) 

 

Entry free, refresh-
ments £3 

Sunday 30 Novem-
ber 

1.30pm – 3pm Christmas teas and 
coffees (after Santa 
arrives down the 
clock tower) 

 

Entry free, refresh-
ments by donation 

Saturday 6 Decem-
ber 

2pm – 4pm Wreath making 
workshop 

 

£5 per person, 
please bring your 
own wreath ring or 
wire coat hanger 

Sunday 7 Decem-
ber 

2pm Border Strathspey 
and Reel Society 
concert (with re-
freshments) 

 

Entry by donation 

Wednesday 17 
December 

6.30pm Christmas Carol 
Service (with re-
freshments after-
wards) 

ÿ 

Guest organist – 
Alan Gillon 

We would welcome donations of home baking for the weekend of 29th/30th November.   If 
you would like to join in the fun and volunteer to help at any of the events please let any of 
the fundraising team know – we do our best to put the fun into fundraising!   We particularly 
need volunteers for Saturday 29th November to help with the teas and coffees but also cover 
the stalls.     

           …/cont 

 

 

A Shepherd’s Tale – Retold Courtesy of Spill the Beans 

 She was so young. Vulnerable— fragile looking, even. And it seemed as if she was 

carrying the weight of the world on her shoulders… No. The hope of the world is in 

her womb and now is in the world. How could we not go and see?  

Darkness had turned to a light so bright it pierced our souls and left us prostrate, help-

less on the ground. Glory shone all around. God’s messenger, terrifying and beautiful, 

was speaking… to us.  

How could we live in the face of such as this, we, who held no special status; we, who 

were only shepherds? How could we not be afraid?  

And then, the voice: ‘Do not be afraid. Good news.’  

Fear turned to awe, then turned to joy at the messenger’s words. A Messiah in a man-

ger? How could this be?  

The heavens opened, and hosts of angels sang: a choir of heavenly confirmation sing-

ing ‘Glory to God’, and ‘Peace.’ Such a sight, it was. Marvellous.  

And when they had gone, we caught our breath, found our tongues, babbled excitedly 

about new-born babes. Of course, we had to go, go and see the child of hope, the 

peace-child.  

Almost running, we got there: saw love and hope in flesh and blood as the child lay 

sleeping. The Prince of Peace, at peace.  

So, we told them— the parents, and those who’d gathered. Spoke of light and of angels 

singing, and that the time for fear had passed; spoke of good news and praised God.  

Of course, they were tired; after all, it had been a busy night. The father, relieved both 

wife and child were safe, looked a little bewildered as we told our tale. The mother, 

tired as she was, gathered up our words, like treasures to be stored; smiled at us.  

We turned for home, to hills and sheep, and the ordinary stuff of our lives; God’s prais-

es on our lips. 

May the Peace of the Christ Child be with you in the ordinary stuff of your life! 
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SMALL PLACES-BIG HEADLINES 

It’s a funny thing that many small, relatively unknown towns and villages go unnoticed 

until an event takes place thrusting them onto the world’s stage. We all know to well the 

events the took place in 1988 in Lockerbie and 1996 at Dunblane. Terrible events and so 

close to home.  

Similar situations around the world, sadly, bring to our attention locations we have never 

heard of, but that then remain in our consciousness .  

Such a place and event occurred  a long time ago and some distance from Moffat. This vil-

lage, probably being  the most important ever to appear on a map with the most spectacular 

event ever recorded, taking place there.  

As we approach that time when our wallets and purses are getting ready to complain and 

we already wish that Christmas was over before it began, we need to be reminded of the 

Reason for the Season.  

The village in question is Bethlehem, and now, regardless of your background, your mind 

has already wondered to the birth of Jesus 2025 years ago. Please let it remain there for a 

while.  

Even to the residents of old Israel, Bethlehem was seen as a sleepy back-water, where noth-

ing occurred, yet on that fateful night, the greatest gift to planet earth was given, thrusting it 

into the eyes of the world.  

God Himself gave us His Son as a child, God in flesh. A child that was destined to grow 

into the man that was Jesus who, as we know, hung on the cross at Easter for us. 

So, here we are over 2000 yrs later fully aware of this obscure village far far away, because 

of what occurred that night. As we shop for our presents we will be reminded of that event 

through the nativity scenes we see and the Christmas cards we buy.  

But don’t let that be the end of your encounter with Bethlehem. Think about the gift that 

was given to and for you. Let this Christmas time be the best ever because you met the man 

who was that baby, who came to give another gift, eternal life  

Gospel of John ( New Testament ) Chapter 3 verse 16  

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Have a great Christmas time and a blessed New Year. 

Gordon Smith 

 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS 

A much appreciated “Thank you”, to all of you who provide flowers to 
decorate the church each week. Flowers may be provided to commemorate 
a special event or in memory of a loved one. Or, a donation can be made to 
the flower fund and we can put flowers in church for you on a day of your 
choosing. 

Do give us a ring to “save your day” in advance. After the service, the flowers are 
promptly delivered to someone to “brighten their day”. 

The flower list is now displayed in the church, next to the servery, and you can enter 
your name against any of the vacant spaces if you wish. One of our team will contact you 
in the week prior to your chosen date to remind you and provide any assistance. 

I would also like to thank Hilda on behalf of everyone for her time and care over the past 
few years. Her ongoing support and patience with myself during the process of taking 
the reigns is much appreciated. 

Shona Campbell 

Flowers Organiser  

PASTORAL CARE AND FELLOWSHIP GROUP OF 
U.A.P.C. 
This group relies on receiving prompt, accurate information about members 
who have become ill, lost loved ones and also those about to celebrate sig-
nificant birthdays and anniversaries. We are able to make contact, provide a 
listening ear, send cards, and give flowers and offer comfort and prayers. 

Please provide information in confidence to Rev.Elsie Macrae, Hilda Saville, Helen 
Braid, Jeff Brown, Laurie McVeigh, 
Peter Newsome, Linda McMinn, and Alison Kirkwood. 
 

Hilda Saville Pastoral Care Team Leader 
Email: pastoral@uapc.co.uk  

Save the Date 

Saturday 18 April and Sunday 19 April 2026 – Teddy Bear Festival 

Our bears for the festival are currently in hibernation, however, when they wake up they are 
going to need some new clothes before meeting their public. 

Do you like sewing, knitting, crochet or other arts and crafts?   Could you help make cos-
tumes for our bears?   We have a theme and the bears will need costumes to suit.    If you 
think you might be able to help please let any of the fundraising team know and we will be 
in touch in January.    

Have a great Christmas and a peaceful New Year 

The Fundraising Team 
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Fellow members and friends, 

As the clocks change, the nights draw in and 

we suddenly realise that, contrary to all expectations, Christmas will soon be upon us, we 

welcome the winter production of our Link Magazine and thank Cheryl for all her hard 

work in its production, as well as those volunteers who deliver door to door. 

Since the summer Hilda Saville, as our roll-keeper, has continued in the seemingly endless 

task of compiling the results from the questionnaire we asked everyone to complete earlier 

in the year. This is a necessary exercise as it helps us to target our resources towards those 

in the congregation and community who require the greatest pastoral support, as well as 

being a legal requirement for the church. 

We have been blessed by the range of activities which have taken place in our buildings 

over the last few months including the Cairn Chorus and the Kirkintilloch Male voice 

Choir , to name but two. We look forward to expanding the use of our premises to both sup-

port events and bring in much needed revenue to the church. 

Thanks to our fundraising team who have overseen and co-ordinated the the opening of the 

church at weekends over the summer. It has brought in many visitors, all of whom express 

delight at the beautiful building we have. It is truly amazing just how many people on a dai-

ly basis stop and ask if it would be possible to have a look around the church. 

WE have continued with our occasional Sunday evening Praise services in Johnstonebridge, 

Beattock and Wamphray. These give us the opportunity to worship in a more intimate set-

ting and also to learn new songs, some of which will be making their way into regular Sun-

day morning worship, courtesy of our Praise Band.  

As a parish church we, particularly our minister, have duties that extend beyond our congre-

gation. While we continue to have a significant membership roll, for various reasons our 

kirk session is smaller than the cumulative totals of our previous churches and, consequent-

ly, we will have to make decisions about how we best meet the needs of our parish which, 

of course, stretches from Moffat in the north, down through Beattock (KJ) and Wamphray 

to Johnstonebridge and its surrounding area. The sale of KJ carries on at a slow but method-

ical pace with various planning and building approvals being sought. It is hoped that, once 

these are granted, sale can be completed. As we look towards the end of the year when 

Wamphray Church will finally close its doors as a place of worship, we are pleased to note 

that there is interest from the community in taking it on, subject to suitable business and 

financial planning arrangements being put in place.  

We recently welcomed Ruth Pheonix who has  joined us until Easter, and we look forward 

to getting to know her better and enjoying the impact she will make on our worship and 

fellowship. 

As we look forward to the season of Advent may we wish every blessings to each and every 

one for Christmas and into 2026 

Helen Braid- Session Clerk   Andy Shuttleworth- Deputy Session Clerk 

Session Clerk Report 

 

 

Moffat Plant Sales 

Throughout the year I have organised several plant sales for good causes in the town. I 

would like to thank everyone who has bought plants and made these events such a suc-

cess. Special thanks go to all those who have helped run the stalls, in particular Rose-

mary Thomson, Evelyn Atkins, Moira Doyle, Katharine Suslak, Howard Gibbard and 

Civic Pride Members, without whom these stalls could not happen. We have raised 

£3138.85 for good causes as follows 

Moffat Music Society    £448 

Moffat Scout Group     £338.30 

Civic Pride      £1136.85 

Bankfoot House/Town hall    £416 

Christian Aid      £337.70 

MacMillan Cancer Support   £274.00 

Palestinian Children Relief Fund/   £188.00 

World Food Programme  
 
Thank you to everyone for your support.  
 

Civic Pride work hard in the town, to keep the flower displays blooming and that work 

is appreciated by everyone. 

Recently I have been trying to improve conditions in the park and would be interested 

to hear from anyone who would be prepared to help improve and keep the flower beds 

there. Unfortunately, with the financial constraints on councils, I do not foresee any 

improvement from that quarter, particularly with the loss of the council greenhouses in 

Dumfries. I would appreciate hearing from anyone who is interested in helping to up-

keep Station Park.  

Thank you again. 
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It is with great delight I am able to announce the long awaited 
opening of the health centre at Katungalu. The Ebenezer Health 
centre finally opened its doors on 9th October this year amid great 
celebrations and rejoicing. 
 
Many of you will remember my younger daughter and myself 

walking the West Highland Way two years ago to raise money for the treatment room 
and we were thrilled to raise over £3,000. 
 
When we visited Uganda last year we were initially disappointed that the hospital was 
still not completed, but we could totally understand why. It is in a very remote location 
and all the work clearing the land and actually building the health centre was being done 
by hand. The villagers were horrified that while the building works were going on, 
thieves stole all the electric cabling, cleverly leaving cables obviously running to the 
main box so the crime went undetected until the electrician went to connect everything 
up. The villagers were so upset, as they were desperate for their health centre to open, 
that they took it in turns and guarded the building 24/7. 
 
The health centre is now open and very impressive. It is much bigger than we expected, 
allowing for a waiting room and reception, maternity ward and delivery room, pharmacy, 
treatment room, 2 doctors’ surgeries, female, children’s, and men’s wards, as well as a 
conference room and toilets. 
 
This building will make a massive difference to thousands in rural Uganda who cannot 
afford to travel to the nearest hospital or are not well enough.  Both my daughters are 
travelling out to Uganda next year at different times with their husbands and we hope to 
go again the year after. 
 
We want to ensure that we can afford to keep paying the doctors salary in order to keep 
this impressive building open and are asking for help if anyone can pledge a small 
monthly payment. It costs approximately £350/month for a doctor. Standing orders can 
be set up to Bank of Scotland, Friends of Kitega, sort code 80 22 60 account 1928 3869. 
 
A little goes a long way to help others in Uganda 
 
Ally Kirkwood 

An African Saying 

Eat and drink together, 

Talk and laugh together, 

Enjoy life together, 

But never call it friendship 

 until you have wept together. 

 

 

GIVING BACK TO GOD 
Christian giving flows from worship. When we give to the Church in our offerings, we 
are laying our gifts before God just as the earliest Christians did, recognising that every-
thing we have comes from God first and that we are called to actively respond to His gen-
erous grace, love and mercy. Giving to God is a privilege and allows us to participate in 
His plan of generosity in the world – to help those in need, to support other churches and 
to enable mission and ministry both abroad and in our communities at home.  
A hugely important and exciting part of Upper Annandale Parish Church’s mission is to 
be present at the very heart of the community serving all in the way God intended. With 
His blessing and the love and support of all of you, our Church now has exceptional facil-
ities that give us the opportunity to realise our mission and we are serving our communi-
ties in more ways now than ever before.  

 

Worship and Praise 

in our Churches in Bankfoot   Pastoral Care 
in our communities              Flower deliveries bringing cheer 

in our schools  Visiting the sick, the 
lonely, the housebound                                            

  Prayers 
for all 
in need 

Fellowship and Community 
Breakfast Club Wednesday Drop-in Toddlers       Early Years-

Workshops    Mindfulness Carers’ Group Wamphray Whists     Citi-
zens’ Advice Drop-in    Art    Music and Dance      Keep Fit and Yoga 

  Slimming World Moffat Walking Group 
Moffat Eagle Festival Moffat Clan Gathering Moffat Millenium 
 

Christian Growth 
Alpha  Scripture Union  Magnitude   

 

Sharing 
     Christian Aid Mary’s Meals 
    Local Foodbank Families Outside Tearfund 
      Moffat Mountain Rescue 
          Bankfoot 
    Blood bikes  Guide dogs for the blind 
      Kitega Community Centre 
 

The mission and life of our church is only possible because of the generous giving of our 
members and the wider community. Our generosity brings hope, healing and the love of 
Christ into the community and beyond in return for God’s endless generosity to us. 
 
We’re inviting you to reflect on your giving to the Church. Your support honours God and 
helps make our shared ministry possible, from worship and pastoral care to outreach and 
community work. Would you consider increasing your offering if you are able? How is 
God calling you to support the work of our Church this year? 
 
Jackie Shuttleworth (Treasurer) 
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Drop in Wednesday—Our Drop In sessions continue to flourish 

and offer an opportunity for folks to gather, chat and enjoy coffee/tea 

and scones in a cosy, welcoming environment. We have a healthy 

group of regulars, and a number of folks join us from our local com-

munity or from other parts of the country. It is great to see new faces and to share fel-

lowship.  

The format remains the same but the chat is always different. Whether you are on your 

own, a couple or with a friend we will be delighted to welcome you. We meet between 

10 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the church hall, notice is given in the church intimations and 

there are posters in various places in the town. There is no charge! Any donations made 

go to support church funds. We would be delighted to see you so why not drop in on 

November the 5th and 19th and December the 3rd and 17th  2025. We are planning to 

continue to offer the Drop In sessions in 2026 but at present the dates have not been 

finalised. Please look out for the 2026 dates in posters in the town, the church notices 

and Moffat online.  

Men’s Breakfast  Once a month on a Saturday morning at 8.30 

a.m. you can smell the bacon! The aroma lasts when we leave at 

9.30 a.m. and creates an interesting start to those who are in-

volved in the keep fit class which follows. We are a small group, 

but we have been happy to welcome some new members.  

Tea, coffee, bacon roll/s and for those who require more healthy fayre cereal and orange 

juice are on offer although I most confess these normally are seen as a supplement rather 

than alternative! There is lots of chat, banter and laughter about all sorts of topics. This is 

a free! we do not make a charge for breakfast, all donations go to support church funds. 

Normally we meet on the last Saturday in the month unless we move to accommodate a 

particular booking. Here are the dates : 29th November 2025; 31sr January; 28th Feb-

ruary; 28th March; 25th April; 30th May 2026. Calling all men please put these in your 

diary and sign post them to others in the community! 

Please look out for the notice in the church intimations and contact Mr Jim. Paterson, 

for more details. We are keen to welcome more men to our growing fellowship. 


